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Introduction 
 
In the oil and gas industry, a comprehensive well plan is required before a permit is issued by the 
governing authority to allow an oil company to drill a well. The well includes the various 
barriers that are required to prevent water sources from being contaminated. It includes all the 
details about the well. There are various other plans which are made to carry out specific 
operations or procedures while drilling the well. When a problem occur while drilling the well, 
the drilling supervisor develops a specific plan to correct the problem.  When solving problems, 
we use a problem solving approach which has five steps. The first step is to identify the problem. 
The second step is to identify the root cause. The third step is to identify the best solution to the 
problem. The fourth step is to implement the solution. The final step is to post appraise what has 
been done and learn from it. This helps to improve plans for future wells so that the same 
problems can be prevented or minimized. 
 
You say, “What does this have to do with Christmas?” Well, before God created the earth, He 
had a comprehensive plan. In Genesis 2 we saw that His plan for us was to have fellowship with 
us, for us to be fruitful and fill the earth, to rule over His creation on earth, and fourth to 
represent Him. So, He had an overall plan, but then something happened. In Genesis 3, a 
problem occurred; Adam and Eve chose to disobey God. Their sin caused a breach in our 
relationship with God. So, God developed a specific plan to properly deal with the problem and 
restore the fellowship. It was a plan of redemption. Our message today is the first part of His 
redemptive plan, which I am calling the Christmas Plan. We are going to look at the Need for the 
Plan, the Development of the Plan, The Announcement of the Plan, and the Implementation of 
the Plan. 
 
The Christmas Plan 
1. The Need For A Plan (Problem) 
2. The Development of the Plan 
3. The Announcement of the Plan (Prophecy) 
4. The Implementation of the Plan  
 
1. The Need For A Plan (Problem) 
 
When I played professional golf, I developed a plan on how to play the golf course. On every 
hole, I had a plan on how to play the hole. Golf professionals have a yardage book with every 
hole and green carefully drawn. The sprinklers in the landing areas are noted in the book and 
golfer use these to get their yardages for their approach shots. However, in those yardage books, 
there are some additional sprinklers given that are labeled, “JIC.” That means Just In Case. If a 
player hits a bad tee shot and has to chip back out to the fairway, these JIC sprinklers really help 
out. Even though a careful plan was made, a mistake causes the golfer to create a new plan that 
deals with the problem. I was a pretty good driver of the ball, but everyone misses some fairways 
so these additional markers were very useful to me on many occasions. 
 
In Genesis we find that “in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” He created 
everything on the earth, which included all the plants, animals, and people. In Genesis 2 He 
revealed His purposes for our lives. He made us in His image so that we could have fellowship 
with Him. He also charged us with being fruitful, ruling over His creation, and representing Him. 
Adam and Eve’s disobedience created a problem. 
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In Romans 5:12, Paul wrote that “through one man sin entered into the world, and death through 
sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.” Adam and Eve’s sin brought sin into the 
world and spread to all men. All mankind originated from Adam and Eve, and their sin nature 
was passed down to all men. Paul also wrote in Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.” There were consequences to our sins. We were no longer able to stay in 
God’s presence, and in His glory. Because of our sin, we were going to be forever separated 
from God.  
 

(Rom 5:12)  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.” 
 
(Rom 3:23)  “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

 
The prophet Isaiah spoke about this problem. He said, “your iniquities have made a separation 
between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not 
hear.” Our sins separated us from God and we could no longer have fellowship with God, the 
very purpose for which He created us. So, God created another plan to deal with our sin problem 
and to restore our fellowship with Him. 
 

(Isa 59:2)  “But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your 
sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.  

 
2. The Development Of The Plan  
 
One of the many battles that I have had with some leaders is over planning. Many feel that 
planning blocks the Spirit of God from moving. They feel that to be led by the Spirit of God 
means that you cannot make any plans. As you go through your various activities, you have to 
just do whatever the Spirit leads you to do at that moment. One worship leader in the first church 
that I planted was a strong believer in this. He would come to worship practice on Wednesday 
and the team would just start playing whatever they felt like playing. Practices were chaotic, 
confusing, and counter-productive. Worship services were even worse. The media team did not 
have a list of songs ahead of time and so there were no overheads. When songs were started, they 
would sort through the database to try and find the overhead and half way through the song, they 
might or might not have found it. The congregation was not able to participate. The lack of 
planning was a disaster, and it certainly did not reflect God’s excellence in all that He does.  
 
I instructed and explained that God plans His work. He planned creation. It does not take much 
to see that the unique dna’s of all the animals and species was by design. There was a plan. It 
does not take much to see the order of the universe and the various rotations in our solar system. 
Nothing was by accident. It was carefully and wisely planned.  
 
When it comes to people, God spoke to Jeremiah and told him that before He formed him in the 
womb, He knew Jeremiah. He said that before Jeremiah was born, He consecrated him and 
appointed him to be a prophet to the nations. God had a specific plan for Jeremiah’s life before 
he was even born. 
 

(Jer 1:5)  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I 
consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations."  
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In Psalm 139, David spoke about God’s plans for his life. He acknowledged that God formed his 
inward part and wove him in his mother’s womb. Someone that weaves knows exactly what they 
are weaving. They weave with a plan for the finished product. David went on to say that God 
saw his unformed substance. God had a picture of the finished product when He created David. 
Finally, David said that his number of days were ordained before there was yet one. God had a 
plan for David’s life, and even his lifespan was planned in advance.  
 

(Psa 139:13-16)  “For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb…. 
{16} Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The 
days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.” 

 
In Acts 9, God revealed Himself to Paul on the road to Damascus. He tells him to stop kicking 
against the goads. God wanted to use Paul, and He had specific plans for his life, but Paul was 
fighting God’s plan for his life. I identify with Paul. God spoke to my mother when I was about 
four or five, and we were living in Houston. He told her that I was going to be a preacher. I did 
not know the Lord and until I was starting my second year of college, I wanted nothing to do 
with Christianity. Like Paul, I was kicking against the goads. But God had plans for both of us. 
 
Through a man named Ananias, God revealed His plans for Paul’s life. God said, “Go, for he 
(Paul) is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the 
sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.” God had a 
specific plan for Paul’s life. God had planned for Paul to be an apostle to the Gentiles and to 
appear before kings. God is a planner. God is Spirit, and His plans are of the Spirit. Being led by 
the Holy Spirit and planning go hand in hand. 
 

(Acts 9:15-16)  “But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear 
My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; {16} for I will show him how 
much he must suffer for My name's sake.’” 

 
God has plans for all of us. In Jeremiah 29:11, He said, “I know the plans that I have for you, 
plans for welfare and not for calamity, to give you a future and a hope.” God has good plans for 
our lives. In Ephesians 2:10, Paul wrote that we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we should walk in them. God has 
created good works in advance for you and I to walk in. He has planned ahead for our lives and 
our ministries. God has plans for our lives, and He created plans for everything else. 
 

(Jer 29:11)  “For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare 
and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.” 
 
(Eph 2:10)  “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” 

 
When sin entered the world, God made plans to deal with our sin. He is a holy God and sin 
cannot be in His presence. There are consequences for sins. God told Adam and Eve if they ate 
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil they would sure die. Since they ate from that 
tree, there was an immediate spiritual death and separation from God. Paul said in Romans 6:23 
that the wages of sin is death. There had to be a payment for that sin. The only payment that 
could be made was the death of a perfect person. So, God made a plan to send His Son as a Man, 
wholly God and wholly man, and He would die and take the punishment for us.  
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(Gen 2:16-17)  “The LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘From any tree of the garden 
you may eat freely; {17} but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.’” 

 
All the events in His plan were carefully laid out and He communicated these to us through His 
prophets. In Amos 3:7, we find that the Lord God does nothing unless he reveals His secret 
counsel to His servants the prophets. Before God carried out His plan of redemption, He 
communicated it through His prophets.  
 

(Amos 3:7)  “Surely the Lord GOD does nothing Unless He reveals His secret counsel To 
His servants the prophets.” 

 
In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples during the feast of Pentecost. There were Jews 
from all over the world gathered in Jerusalem for the feast. Peter began to preach the gospel to 
all those gathered. In Acts 2:23 he said, “this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put to death.” God 
had a predetermined plan to send His Son to die for our sins. This was not just an unfortunate 
event that had happened; it was predetermined by God. God had a plan of redemption to save us 
from our sins. 
 

(Acts 2:23)  “this Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, 
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.” 

 
His plans had a timetable also. In Paul’s letter to the Galatians he said, “But when the fullness of 
the time came, God sent forth His Sin, born of a woman, born under the Law.” The timing of the 
plan was important, and His plan was executed at just the right time. 
 

(Gal 4:4)  “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law.” 
 

3. The Announcement of the Plan (Prophecies)  
 
Let’s look at some of the details of the plan that God communicated through His servants, the 
prophets. We will begin with the prophet Isaiah. In Isaiah 7:14, he prophesied that a virgin will 
be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel. A virgin cannot bear a child, 
so this is an impossible thing, requiring divine intervention. The child would be Immanuel, 
which means God with us. The child would be fully God and fully man.  
 

(Isa 7:14)  “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with 
child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” 

 
In Matthew 1:21, an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and told Joseph that the child would be 
called Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins. The name Jesus means Savior. God’s 
plan was to send a Savior or Messiah to save people from their sins. That was God’s plan of 
redemption. This baby, born of a virgin who was betrothed to Joseph, would be the Savior and 
would save all of us from our sins. 
 

(Matt 1:21)  “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
people from their sins." 
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God also gave some details about the Messiah through the prophet Micah. In Micah 5:2, He said, 
that the Messiah would come forth from Bethlehem. Micah also alluded to the deity of the 
Messiah, that His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity. 
 

(Mic 5:2)  “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long ago, 
from the days of eternity.” 

 
Isaiah also prophesied about the Messiah being eternal. He said a child will be born to us, and the 
government will rest on His shoulders. His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace. Jesus and the Father were one. Jesus is also the Eternal 
Father. Jesus is also the Mighty God. He is the Prince of Peace. Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. 
 

(Isa 9:6)  “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will 
rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” 

 
There were also specific prophecies about Jesus’ lineage. In Genesis 9:26, He would be a 
descendant of Shem. In Genesis 12:1-3, He would be a descendant of Abraham. In Genesis 26:3-
4, He would be a descendant of Isaac. In Genesis 35:11-12, He would be a descendant of Jacob. 
In Genesis 49:10, Jesus would be a descendant of Judah. In 2 Samuel 7:12, He would be a 
descendant of David. All of these prophecies were fulfilled and are recorded in the genealogies 
of the birth of Christ in Matthew 1 and Luke 3. 
 
Lineage Prophecy Fulfillment 
Son of Shem Gen 9:26 Luke 3:36 
Son of Abraham Gen 12:1-3 Matt 1:1, Gal 3:16 
Son of Isaac Gen 26:3-4 Matt 1:1-2 
Son of Jacob Gen 35:11-12 Matt 1:1-2 
Son of Judah Gen 49:10 Matt 1:1-3 
Son of Jesse Isa 11:1 Matt 1:1-5 
Son of David 2 Sam 7:12 Matt 1:1, Luke 1:31-32 
 
4. The Implementation of the Plan 
 
We saw that there was a need for God to create a plan to deal with the sin problem. He 
developed a plan, and then He communicated that plan to us through His servants, the prophets. I 
just gave a few of the many prophecies about the coming of the Savior. Now, let’s take a look at 
the implementation of the plan. We will start with the virgin birth in Luke 1:26-27. The angel 
Gabriel came to a virgin engaged to a man named Joseph, and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
Gabriel tells Mary that she is going to conceive and bear a son, and she is to name Him, Jesus. 

 
(Luke 1:26-31)  “Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in 
Galilee called Nazareth, {27}  to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
descendants of David; and the virgin's name was Mary….{31} "And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 
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Mary asks the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” Then, Gabriel tells her that the Holy 
Spirit will come upon her and the power of the Most High will overshadow her, and for that 
reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.  
 

(Luke 1:34-35)  “Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" {35}  The 
angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of 
God.” 

 
God did not just communicate with Mary. He sent an angel to Joseph. In Matthew 1:18, we see 
that Joseph was betrothed to Mary and before they came together, she was found to be with child 
by the Holy Spirit. Joseph did not want to disgrace her for being pregnant out of wedlock, so he 
planned to send her away secretly. But, an angel appeared to him in a dream and told him not to 
be afraid to take Mary as his wife, for the Child had been conceived by the Holy Spirit. The 
angel quotes Isaiah 7:14, where Isaiah had prophesied of the virgin birth. So, Joseph took Mary 
as his wife, but he kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son, and he called His name, Jesus. 
God’s plan was to send a Savior or Messiah to save people from their sins. That was God’s plan 
of redemption. This part of the plan had been executed perfectly. 
 

(Matt 1:18-25)  “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child by the 
Holy Spirit. {19} And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting to 
disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. {20} But when he had considered this, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the 
Holy Spirit. {21} "She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 
His people from their sins." {22} Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: {23} "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD AND 
SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL," which 
translated means, "GOD WITH US." {24} And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, {25} but kept her a virgin 
until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.” 

 
Micah had prophesied that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. We will go back to Luke’s 
account and pick it up in Luke 2:1. A decree went out from Caesar Augustus to take a census of 
all the inhabited earth. Everyone had to register in his own city. Joseph, was a descendant of 
David, and so he had to go to Bethlehem to register. While they were there, the days were 
completed for Mary to give birth, and she gave birth in a manger, because there was no room for 
them in the inn. This account tells us that the location that Jesus was to be born, Bethlehem, was 
also executed exactly like God planned. It also tells us that Jesus was a legal descendant of the 
house of David, which fulfilled another prophecy.  
 

(Luke 2:1-7)  “Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be 
taken of all the inhabited earth. {2} This was the first census taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. {3} And everyone was on his way to register for the census, each to his 
own city. {4} Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the 
city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, 
{5} in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. {6} 
While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. {7} And she gave birth 
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to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there 
was no room for them in the inn.” 

 
I want to make mention of something else. In the book of Proverbs, Solomon said that the heart 
of kings is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord and that He directs them wherever He 
wishes. It was no problem at all for God to move on the heart of Caesar Augustus and get him to 
take a census. God knew exactly what needed to be done to have Mary deliver her baby in 
Bethlehem. God knew the exact timing that was needed. We see God’s hand carrying out all the 
details of His plan. God tells us to pray for kings and those in authority, so that is something that 
I do every morning. Before I start reading God’s word, I take time to pray for our President. It 
does not matter whether it is Barack Obama or Donald Trump, I pray for the President. Their 
hearts are like channels of water in the hand of the Lord, so I ask Him to direct their hearts to 
make wise decisions. I also ask Him to do many other things in the hearts of our leaders. 
 

(Pr 21:1)  “The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it 
wherever He wishes.” 

 
This predetermined plan of God’s to redeem mankind was fulfilled in the fullness of time. It was 
over four thousand years since the problem of sin separated us from God. He gave lots of details 
of the plan during that time. But, the plan was not executed until the proper time. All of the 
prophecies had to line up perfectly. All of the world events needed to line up correctly. The 
Roman Empire had created roads and communication around the world. The Greek language was 
the most common language in the world, and the gospel could be written with precision and 
understood all over the world. There were also a lot of prophecies concerning His death and 
resurrection that needed to be fulfilled. The Christmas Plan was just part of God’s Plan of 
Redemption. The Plan was not just for Jesus to come into the world as a baby; He came to bear 
our sins on a cross and to make the payment for our sins. We will look at these other prophecies 
and plans at Easter. But, everything had to be executed and fulfilled at the proper time. 
 

(Gal 4:4)  “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law.” 

 
It had been prophesied that God would send a Savior. In Luke 2:10-12, God sent an angel to the 
shepherds. The word angel comes from the Greek word, aggelos, and it means messenger. 
Angels do far more than just give messages, but that is one of their primary duties. The angels 
brought a message from God to the shepherds, They said, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of David there 
has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” God was letting us know that the 
prophecy of sending a Savior had been fulfilled.  
 

(Luke 2:10-12)  “But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy which will be for all the people; {11} for today in the city of David there 
has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. {12} This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’” 

 
The Lord also confirmed that the Messiah had been born through some other prophets. There 
was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die until he had seen the Christ or Messiah. When Jesus’ parents brought Him into the 
temple to be dedicated, he took Jesus in his arms and said, “Now Lord, You are releasing Your 
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bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word; {30} For my eyes have seen Your 
salvation.” 
 

(Luke 2:25-32)  “And there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man 
was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. {26}  And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. {27}  And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom of the Law, {28}  
then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, {29}  "Now Lord, You are 
releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, According to Your word; {30}  For my eyes 
have seen Your salvation, {31}  Which You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
{32}  A LIGHT OF REVELATION TO THE GENTILES, And the glory of Your people 
Israel." 

 
There was also a prophetess named Anna who was a widow. She never left the temple, serving 
day and night with fastings and prayers. She also came up at the time Jesus was dedicated and 
spoke of Him to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. Jesus was the Messiah in 
God’s Plan of Redemption. The birth of Christ, the Christmas Plan was part of God’s Plan of 
Redemption, and Anna was confirming that the Christmas Plan had been fulfilled. 
 

(Luke 2:36-38)  “And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was advanced in years and had lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, {37} and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple, 
serving night and day with fastings and prayers. {38} At that very moment she came up and 
began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for 
the redemption of Jerusalem.” 

 
Conclusion and Post-Appraisal 
 
As we conclude this morning God had a plan to restore man’s fellowship with Him. Our sins had 
separated us from Him, so He developed a Plan of Redemption. He communicated that 
Christmas Plan through His prophets. Then, He confirmed the fulfillment of that plan through 
angels and prophets.  
 
God has a plan for our lives. He had a plan for Paul’s life, but he was kicking against the goads. 
Finally God revealed Himself to Paul on the road to Damascus and he began to serve God. God 
had a plan for my life, and I was kicking against the goads. God revealed Himself to me at the 
start of my sophomore year in college, and now I have been serving God and fulfilling His plan 
for my life. 
 
What about you? God has a plan for your life. In 2 Peter 3:9, Peter tells us that “the Lord is 
patient towards you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” Jesus, our 
Savior, was born of the virgin Mary, to come and to save us from our sins. This morning, is 
today the day of your salvation? Have you received the Lord Jesus Christ into your heart? Do 
you believe that Jesus came and died on the cross for our sins? Do you believe that God raised 
Jesus from the dead? If you believe, God says that we simply need to confess Him as Lord. You 
could pray something like this. Father, thank You for sending Your Son Jesus to us. I want to 
receive You into my life this morning, so I ask You to come into my life. I surrender my life to 
You and I confess You as Lord of my life. Thank You. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 
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